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Introduction
As you’re probably well aware, a book cover can make or break your book - no matter how
good it is.
And like your book cover, how well your book images look can make a big difference to how
your book is perceived.
Take the following image as an example. We’ve got the flat Kindle book cover, versus a 3D
mockup of the same image.

Which cover pops off the page? It’s the one on the right, isn’t it?
Faced with a choice of purchasing a book with either image, which would you buy from?
Again, it’s the one on the right.
Not only does the cover on the right have depth and weight to it, but its gives a visual
representation of how the book will look on the viewer’s e-reader.
Which, when you think about it, is what you want. You want your potential reader to see your
book on their device and see themselves skimming through the pages. - All they have to do
is click the buy button or visit your web link to get their digital hands on it.
Over the next couple of pages, I’m going to walk you through the simple process you can
take to take that flat kindle book cover and turn it into a 3D representation of your book.
And not only that, we’ll take that image even further and go on to produce social media
images and banner ads you can use on your website. - Because the more buy buttons you
have out there the more books you can sell. :)

Step 1 - Your Kindle Cover
Although there are many ways to create a book cover, Gimp, Photoshop, or a hundred
different ways, the easiest by far is using Canva.com. - In fact it’s so easy, I created a book
cover course on the topic - you can find it here Canva Cover Creations.
1 - If you haven’t got an account or never heard of it, go to Canva.com and set yourself up
with an account.
2 - Once you’re logged in you’ll find a dashboard like this. What you want is the Kindle book
cover template. (Marked in the image below.)

3 - Once you do so, you’ll be faced with a sample of Kindle book cover layouts. Scroll
through until you find one that’s suitable for your book. - When you do click on the template,
it’ll load in the work area and you can edit it there.
Important - Pay attention to prices listed on each book cover. If you see a ‘$’ show on the
template (Number 1 in image below) you’ll need to purchase a license to use any images in
that template. However you can delete those images and upload your own images instead
and continue with the book cover layout.

4 - Once you’ve selected your book cover you’ll see it load up in the work area. Once it’s
there, you can simply edit it like any word document.
Number 1 - Clicking here will open a text box allowing you to change the text. Once the text
box is highlighted, you can edit the size of font, font choice and positioning of the text using
the features in the green bar at the top of the screen. - You can also open a new text box by
clicking on the ‘T’ text button on the left-hand sidebar.

Number 2 - Clicking on an image allows you to move it around or delete it by clicking the
trash can at the top menu bar. If in the case of a paid image/or one you don’t want to use,
you can upload your own image by using the upload button. - Once your image is uploaded,
clicking on it will open it in the work area. Then it’s a simple matter of sliding it around until it
slots into position.
Number 3 - Canva has a wealth of images, both free and paid, that you can search for using
the search box here. If you don’t find anything you can use or would like to use, you can go
to a free image site like Pixabay.com and use a copyright free image there instead.
Number 4 - Once you’ve got your book cover finished, click the download button and
download your book cover. - Because we’re using it for a Kindle book cover, select the JPG
option and click download.

Step 2 - Turning Your Book Cover Into A 3D Image
Now that we have our flat book cover, our next step is to turn that bad boy into a 3D version.
While you might think this is going to involve mastering Gimp, or downloading and installing
a complicated script for Photoshop, the solution is one that’s a lot quicker and one that
anyone can use.
Firstly we’re going to a website that quite frankly, Derek Murphy deserves an accolade for.
And one that us authors should be eternally grateful for because it’s free to use.

1 - Go to http://diybookcovers.com/3Dmockups/
2 - Once you get there, choose the book mockup layout you’d like. We’ve got the ‘Single’
book cover option.

Or the ‘Composite’ book cover option.

3 - Once you’ve chosen a book cover layout, it’s a simple matter of uploading your book
cover image.

4 - Simply click the ‘Browse’ button - locate the Canva book cover you created (in this case
I’m using a romance book cover I created) - and then click the ‘Upload’ button.
Once your book cover is uploaded, like mine has, it’s a simple a matter of clicking ‘Next’ and
moving onto step 3.

5 - Now that the website has handled the image, you’ll be given an option to download your
3D image in either PNG or JPG. - If you want an image that’s transparent and doesn’t have
a white background PNG is the one to chose. - But you can download both images types at
this point.

Important - When it comes to choosing what layout to use, watch out for book covers that
require a spine on them, like the ones marked below. Having a spine showing means that
you need to create one. Although this is easy to do, again using Canva, it’s not necessary
when you can get away without doing one. - Simply choose one with no spine showing.

Step 3 - 3D Mockup Into A Social Media Image.
When it comes to book promotion social media is the place most authors go to sell their
books. And when it comes to social media, people are a lot choosier about what they Tweet,
Like and Share. Put out weak and unattractive images and you’ll hear nothing but crickets.
So what can you do? It’s time to up your game, that’s what. up your game.
As you’ve seen so far, a flat image Kindle book image doesn’t stand up against a 3D mock
version. The same is also true of using that mock on a plain background. Take the following
image as an example.

Which social media image would you click on, want to share with your following on your
news feed? Again, it’s the one with the image background.
I’ll be honest I used to think that putting 3D mockup on a blank background, along with a call
to action and a web link, was the way to go. Boy, was I a dope.
Not only does the lower image add more to the book by giving a feeling of atmosphere
before the viewer even reads the text, but it looks more professional. - And doesn’t scream
self-published like the plain mockup does. - So how do you make one?

1 - Again it’s back to Canva. (Which if you’re already a fan of isn’t a surprise.) While there
are lots of different templates you can use, I’m lazy and only use the stock social media
image size in the ‘Recommended For You’ section.
You could of course use any of the ones below that, and do one for each platform, or get a
paid account at Canva that does this all in one step. - You just have to move some content
around to get it to fit on each image size.

2 - Now again you could choose one of the templates given, you can clear away the content
you don’t want and choose the fonts and layout you want. But with my image, I began with a
clear page.
So the first thing, after deleting everything, is adding an image layout to the image.

To do so,
● Number 1 - Click on elements.
● Number 2 - Click grids.
● Number 3 - Pick single layout grid.

●

Number 4 - Now that your grid is in place, either search Canva for a suitable
background image, or again go to Pixabay and use a background image from there.

I searched for western landscapes for my background image.

3 - Once you’ve settled on a background image that compliments your books, upload it and
add your 3D mockup to it.

As you can see by moving the 3D book mockup around on the image, it gives me not only
room for my text but also a buy URL below the book cover. Because your eyes are drawn to
the book cover, you can’t help but notice the web link below it.

5 - Here’s the completed image.

At the top of the image I placed the book blurb. Which for you should be a one or two lines of
text that draws your viewer in, but also makes them curious as to what happens in the book.
The mid part I’ve added the book title and authors name, so there’s no confusion as to what
the book is called and who it was written by.
And under the book cover mockup, I’ve added a link to where the book can be purchased. In
this book’s case it’s a Bit.ly link (a universal one - I’ll show you how to do this in a moment)
that I’ve reworked to make it more memorable for any reader that they can put it into Google
and find the book. - As you’ll probably agree, the easier to remember and more memorable
you can make this the better.

How To Make A Universal Book Link
Although you should be selling your work in the Amazon Kindle store, I’m a big believer in
reaching as wide an audience as you can. To do that, I always use Draft2Digital.com as my
second port of call when publishing a book.
When you can publish to the iTunes bookstore, Scribd, Barnes and Noble, Kobo, Playster
and other places all in one go, you’d be stupid not to. One of the recent additions to
Draft2Digital is their universal link.
In the case of the Runaway Bride my link is marked below. https://www.books2read.com/b/3L7n5b

Once you click the buy button, the following page opens allowing the viewer to purchase
from all sales channels connected to the book.

But, as you probably noticed from the social media image I didn’t use the link as is, but used
Bit.ly instead. And it’s for these two reasons.

●
●

One you can customise the link to whatever you want to making it more memorable.
And two, using the Bit.ly dashboard you can see how many times the link has been
clicked or entered into Google. - This way you can split test images against one
another to find which one works the best.

How To Create A Bit.ly Link
To create a link and record your click thrus, you will need to create a Bit.ly account. Once
you do, you’ll not only have the ability to create shortened hyperlinks but also be able to see
any activity on each link.
Once you’re logged in, and have added a link to shorten, you’ll have the ability to customize
your link. In this case, you can see I’ve changed the universal link to
www.bit.ly/savetherunaway - other choices were taken, so I settled on this one. Once you’re
happy with your choice, it’s a simply matter (Number 2) of copying the link and pasting it on
my social media image on Canva.com.

.

Step 4 - How To Create Banner Ads For Your
Book
In this final section we’re again going back to Canva.com to create our web banner ads.
These can be used on your own website or used if you’re buying ad space on someone
else’s site.
For an idea of banner ad sizes, the image below covers most, if not all ad sizes.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Standard_web_banner_ad_sizes.svg

To create a banner ad, choose what size you’d like and take those dimensions over to
Canva.
To create an image in a size of your choosing, click on the custom dimensions tab - See
below.

In this case, I’m creating a 300x250px banner ad.

Like the previous image created on Canva, I used a one image layout and used the images
already in the upload section - the background image and the 3D mockup cover.
Here’s the completed banner ad.

As you can probably see, I don’t have a hyper-link but a ‘Read Now’ button under the book
image.

To create that button, simply search for buttons in the search box and choose the one that
suits your banner. In this case I used the green button and changed the text from ‘Start’ to
the call to action ‘Read Now.’

As before, if I was using this banner ad, I would use Bit.ly to record the activity on it.
Doing so will allow you to improve how your banner ad is converting as well as seeing how a
change of button color, or call to action, can improve your ad’s performance.
* If you’d like more tips on improving your banner ad click through, you’ll find a great article
here.

Finally,
By now I’m sure you can see that making your book covers, 3D mock ups, social media
images, and banner ads isn’t something that’s beyond you if you want to give it a go.
Although I always recommend authors hire someone with more skill than them to create any
image work, being able to put together a quick cover on the spur of the moment can be
really helpful when you want to test an idea out.
Or…...if you’ve already got a book cover designed by someone else, you’ve now got the
ability to save some cash by doing the 3D mockups yourself, or doing it for others and
charging them for the pleasure. :)
As always don’t leave this info on your hard drive and do nothing with it. Take action on this
report and see what you can do.
Here’s to your better book cover images.
Barry J McDonald

Recommended Resources
Book Reviews Made Easy - How I built a list of 100 book reviewers without annoying anyone
or putting my Amazon account in jeopardy.
Fictional Character Building - Want to create 3 dimensional characters for your fiction
books? Use this simple A-Z process to do it.
Canva Cover Creations - The easiest and fastest way to create amazing romance book
covers using Canva.com

